Speech Sound Development

The following chart shows the ages at which children acquire different speech sounds. Keep in mind that these are only
guidelines. Many consonant sounds may be used consistently and accurately, though they may not be mastered in all
contexts or word positions.

Approximate Age Sound Sample Words
3 Years m monkey, hammer, broom
n nail, penny, lion
h house, ahead
w window, spider web
p pig, apple, cup
b boat, baby, bib
t table, attack, kit
4 Years d dog, ladder, bed
k cat, chicken, book
g goat, wagon, pig
5 Years ng finger, sing
y yellow, onion, thank you
f fork, telephone, knife
v vacuum, television, stove
6 Years I lamp, balloon, ball
sh shoe, dishes, fish
ch chair, matches, watch
j jump, apple juice, fudge
7 Years S sun, pencil, bus
z zebra, buzzing, dogs
voiced th this, feathers, bathe
voiceless th thumb, bathtub, teeth
8 Years r rabbit, carrot, car
consonant blends drum, clock, star




