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Miller High School – South Concourse – Textured Ceiling Abatement
Bersch & Associates Ltd were retained by the Regina Catholic School Division to supervise the asbestos abatement project within Miller Comprehensive High School located at 1027 College Avenue in Regina, Saskatchewan.  Supervision included air monitoring, visual inspections and air clearance to ensure proper work procedures were implemented and to detect any elevated fibre levels resulting from the abatement activity.  All air monitoring was conducted as per the NIOSH 7400 Method which is the acceptable standard in the Province of Saskatchewan.  

The abatement project entailed the removal of the textured ceiling from the South Concourse of the facility.  Abatement included the removal of the entire ceiling system (plaster ceiling as well as suspended ceiling sections).  Electrical and mechanical components located within the ceiling space were substantially cleaned as well.  This abatement project was completed as a high risk process employing a full enclosure, decontamination facilities and negative air pressure differential.    
Abatement commenced on July 20, 2015 following a pre-contamination inspection completed by Bersch & Associates Ltd.  The pre-contamination inspection was completed to ensure that the contractor had all facilities in-place prior to commencing with abatement activity.  
Bersch & Associates Ltd. collected daily adjacent air samples for the duration of the project.  No concerns were noted with regards to elevated airborne fibre levels in adjacent areas of the facility during abatement activity or improper work procedures.  Negative air pressure differential was maintained at a level greater than -0.02” H2O for duration of the abatement process.    
Abatement continued without incident and was completed on August 4, 2015.  Bersch & Associates Ltd. conducted a final visual inspection of the work enclosure to ensure that all visible debris had been removed from the work area.  Following a few minor touch ups, the work area was approved for encapsulation.  Following the encapsulation process, Bersch & Associates Ltd. conducted air monitoring for air clearance within the work area.    

Air clearance samples were collected within the work enclosure.  Both samples collected recorded airborne fibre levels below the clearance level of 0.01 fibres/cc. as established by Occupational Health and Safety of the Province of Saskatchewan.  Based on the final visual inspection and the analytical results, air clearance was granted and the contractor was given permission to demobilize the enclosure.  
If you have any questions regarding the project or require additional information please contact our office at (306) 533-8922.  

Regards,

Trent Blaus

Bersch & Associates Ltd.
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